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America’s Energy Future.” Mitchell Gipson of Reliance Energy is president of the Permian Basin
chapter of AADE.

Earthquakes reached a maximum over the last 12 to 14 months, he said, but “have been
decreasing since then.” U.S. Geological Survey reported at least 200 earthquakes a year in
Permian Basin. Dr. Hennings said Earthquake Track.com reported 187 earthquakes in Permian ir
the past year. “We will never be able to mitigate to zero,” he told Midland Reporter Telegram. “O
goal should be to mitigate the earthquakes that matter — the ones people experience. And that’s
what we’re trying to do.”

Dr. Jennings said conventional hydrocarbon development, including water injection, has
contributed to earthquakes, and unconventional development with horizontal drilling and
completion activity touching faults have caused earthquakes in Eagle Ford in south Texas and
west Texas’ Delaware Basin, which he said has the most active fault systems in the state.
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