Water in Energy Conference attracts the experts
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Odessa American, Texas

Water in Energy Conference attracts the
experts

Ruth Campbell, Odessa American, Texas
February 3,2023 - 7 min read

Feb. 3—Complete with high-powered speakers, the Permian
Basin Water in Energy Conference kicks off Feb. 28 and runs
through March 2.

A welcome reception will be held Feb. 28 at the University
of Texas Permian Basin College of Engineering building. The
actual conference is March 1and 2 at the Midland County

Horseshoe Arena & Pavilion, 2514 Arena Trail.

A keynote dinner will be March 1 at the Petroleum Club in
Midland.

UTPB Vice President for Student Affairs and Leadership
Becky Spurlock said this will be the first time the welcome

reception has been held at the Engineering Building.

"We're excited about having it there," Spurlock said.

- ADVERTISEMENT -

TRENDING

Tucker Carlson said he hates
Trump ‘passionately’: legal filings
The Hill - 2 min read
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Photographer captures lightning
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2 Americans kidnapped in Mexico
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Richard Brantley, this year's conference chair, said they are
E expecting between 300 and 400 people to attend.

SocCal to see some morning clouds and
sunshine on Wednesday
but | think that's what I'm anticipating,” said Brantley, who KABC - Los Angeles

"That's in the middle of the road. We've had more than that,

is senior vice president of operations at University Lands.

There is no designated theme, but the panels and speakers
will talk about contemporary concerns about produced
water management. Brantley noted that this is not a

produced water conference, but one that covers broader

water issues.
After Testing Dozens of Smartwatches, This

Is #1

"The contemporary concerns we're dealing with are
Ad -« Rival Smartwatch

beneficial reuse of produced water, how can we grow that
percentage; and then certainly, seismicity, which may result ' “Z e DI

HOURHOUR
from injection is another concern. | think somebody said it
well the other day that the ... Midland-Odessa community is

wide awake about the seismic occurrences as you've

experienced and we've all experienced," Brantley said.

. . . AccuWeather: Windy but sunn
They will also be enhancing collaboration. v Y
WABC - NY

"We're trying to grow the body of knowledge and increase
our collective wisdom about the best ways to manage

water across the arid Permian Basin," he said.

Spurlock noted that one of the prominent features of the

conference is its "incredible lineup" of speakers such as

industry experts and government leaders. . .
5th body found in Malaysia floods; over

. 40,000 displaced
"We've been able to really put together a portfolio of place
Associated Press
speakers that take a wide and long look at these issues and
this year is no different. We're very thrilled to have Mike
Sommers, who is the president and CEO of the American

Petroleum Institute, providing our keynote," Spurlock said.
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Representatives from Texas A&M Agrilife, the Department

f of Energy and Texas Railroad Commission are also
expected.

L 4
"Something | think could be beneficial to the public

= knowledge is this conference is held by UPTB and the John
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Ben Shepperd Leadership Institute. All the net proceeds
from this conference go back to the university to support
the leadership and education efforts of Permian Basin

students,” Brantley said.

"When we talk to potential sponsors when you describe to
them how it's really a direct effort to educate the future oil
and gas professionals that are going to be the next
generation here in the Permian Basin, people that live here
want to be here, you can just see and kind of straighten up
and brighten up about the whole concept. It's not just, Ok

here's another conference," he added.
Spurlock noted that students are invited to take part.

"We have students participate in many different ways. We
have for a while now sponsored a poster contest where
students can showcase their research that's related to this
industry. Those students also compete for cash prizes, so
it's a way that students can receive additional funding by
showcasing their work," she said. "That program has

continued to grow year over year."

Students also are invited to participate in different portions

of the conference.

"So for example, many students also are going to class (so)
they may come in between. We are facilitating their
participation at lunches so that they can meet industry
experts and have conversations. They'll be at the different
receptions and meals. We actually continue to find more
and more ways to involve students in the whole experience.

We get great feedback from both sides," Spurlock said.
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o Some of the water is too salty for agriculture use.
"You can purify it with desalination and distillation, but it's
f a cost per barrel equation that kind of meets you dead on,"
Brantley said.
v Yy
He noted that fracking volumes have grown over the years
[~
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when shale kicked up here around 2009-2010.

"The frack volumes were 200,000 barrels a day. They
continued to grow due to observations that the more water
we put down, the better the wells are, so general volume
these days is about 700,000 barrels per completed oil well.
It's significant, but again, not to worry the public too much
if you compare the oil and gas industry's water needs to
agriculture, it's a pretty small slice of the pie chart,”

Brantley said.

"We're used to seeing agriculture being irrigated and we
don't think anything about it, but it utilizes far, far more
water as far as ... the frack volumes. That's kind of where
that progress has occurred and it's plateaued at about
700,000. It's been that way for the last year and a half or
two. | don't really foresee that growing much more but

every day a new idea, so we'll see," he added.

Brantley said the Department of Energy has done a

tremendous amount of work on this.

"They're going to give a presentation and then the
produced water consortiums from New Mexico, both Dr.
Hightower and then from Lubbock over at Texas Tech,
Rusty Smith, they're all going to be there and of course Sen.
Charles Perry of Lubbock is the strong champion for what

can we do with all this water," he said.

Both Spurlock and Brantley are looking forward to the
event. Last year was her first year working closely and

participating in the conference.

"Obviously I'm outside the industry, but work at the

university and I've learned so much. I've found it so
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excellent sponsors. We've had great support from the

© community. We've had a lot of interest and the interest in

f the conference continues to grow in terms of individuals
interested, companies interested but also people interested

vy from geographically inside and outside the Permian Basin,"

= she added.

Brantley said many of the attendees will be from the
Permian Basin, but people also will come from Houston,
New Mexico and perhaps Oklahoma. There also have been

international attendees.

"As the conversation goes internationally, everybody wants
to be doing something in the Permian so it wouldn't
surprise me to see contingents from foreign countries also.
This whole idea was incubated by Jim Woodcock. I've
worked with Jim for 30-plus years in various businesses.
He's just a very diligent and effective person. ... This year,
they asked me to chair this conference and I'm very pleased

to follow his footsteps, for sure," Brantley said.

Spurlock said they will be honoring Woodcock at the
keynote dinner in recognition of founding the conference
and his contributions and long service to the oil and gas

industry.

They are finalizing the agenda, but some of the additional
featured speakers are: Lee Fuller, Independent Petroleum
Association of America Officer — Environment and General
Strategy; Katie Smye, Bureau of Economic Geology
geoscientist; Markus Drouven, Department of Energy
Produced Water Optimization Technical Director; Katie
Lewis, Texas A&M Agrilife Research Associate Professor;
Paul Dubois, Railroad Commission of Texas Assistant
Director of Technical Permitting, Oil and Gas Division; and
Kelly Bennett, B3 Insight Co-Founder & CEO.

Also, Mike Dyson, Infinity Water Solutions CEO; Sam Sledge,
ProPetro Services CEO; Brady Murphy, TETRA Technologies
President & CEO; Robert Crain, Texas Pacific Water
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Resources Executive VP; and Jake Hendricks, Renovo

Resources, Sr. Director of Business Development.

Top sponsors include: XTO Energy — Title; Diamondback —
Platinum; NGL Water Solutions — Platinum; and Goodnight

Midstream — Platinum.

The link to register: tinyurl.com/mswsuy22.
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Woman Finds Husband's Body While Getting
Christmas Decorations from a Closet 8 Months After
Police searched an lllinois home twice for signs of Richard
Maedge, 53, after he disappeared in April 2022. In December,
his wife discovered his body while looking for ornaments

17h ago

HuffPost

EW!! Anderson Cooper Taunts Tucker Carlson With
Shockingly Vivid Insult
Try getting this one out of your head.

9h ago

Ad - Rival Smartwatch
After Testing Dozens of Smartwatches, This Is #1

This Premium Smartwatch Was Just Named "Best Smartwatch
of 2023" and It's on Sale Now!

The Telegraph

Ukraine’s secret weapon should terrify Putin

A shocking video has been circulating in the last few days that
appears to show a Ukrainian prisoner of war being gunned
down by his Russian captors as he utters what he knows are...

20h ago

The State Journal-Register

lllinois woman finds husband’s body in home eight
months after he went missing

An autopsy released last week explains what happened to an
lllinois, man who was found deceased in his home months
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King Charles did during his time as Prince of Wales... .
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Ad « Bio Complete 3

US Surgeon Puts A Hard Stop On 3 Daily Foods
Top U.S. Surgeon Reveals Why Your Digestive Health is Critical
to Your Overall Wellbeing.

Deadline
Fox News Cites Newly Discovered Maria Bartiromo
Emails In Defense Of Dominion Lawsuit; Judge

Fox News is citing newly found emails from Maria Bartiromo’s
personal account that they intend to use in their defense of
Dominion Voting Systems’ defamation lawsuit. In one email...
19h ago

USA TODAY Sports - Golfweek

Justin Thomas on difference between new-look PGA
Tour schedule, LIV Golf: ‘We have an astronomically

Tell us how you reaII_y feeI:JT,

18h ago

Buccaneers Wire

Tom Brady ‘might not be done after all’
Rich Eisen passes along a rumor that the GOAT might come
out of retirement for the second time

2d ago

Ad « SmartAsset eee

The Best States to Retire in 2023
Taxes, cost of living, and even climate give some states an
upper hand when it comes to retirement.

Woman & Home
Princess Diana's lookalike niece Eliza Spencer
channels aunt's off-duty style in crochet sweater and

Princess Diana's niece, Lady Eliza Spencer, rocked a seriously
trendy crochet knit and flared jeans combo

23h ago

People

Meghan and Harry's Daughter Princess Lilibet
Christened in Intimate California Ceremony

As grandchildren of the monarch, Archie and Lilibet are
afforded the titles of prince and princess
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Hochstein's divorce, Julia Lemigova's marriage and a mystery... :
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Best Men's Shoes for Walking and Standing All Day
These men's shoes were getting extremely high praise from
everyone.

Sacramento Bee

Cactus that can live 150 years cut down for LIV golf
tournament, Arizona officials say
“I was just taken back, | couldn’t believe It happened.”
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2.l | SAGUAROS CUT DOWN AT GOLF CLUB l

16h ago

Homes & Gardens

Apparently, Prince Harry and Meghan are moving to
Buckingham Palace - here is what we know

King Charles has reportedly offered Meghan and Harry a
private apartment in Buckingham Palace following their
‘eviction' from Frogmore Cottage - we reveal all

1d ago

The Telegraph

Cardiff car crash victims lay undiscovered for 46
hours as police told family to ‘stop ringing’

Three dead and two seriously injured passengers lay
undiscovered in car wreckage for as long as 46 hours, while
police told a mother to stop ringing them about her missing...
2d ago

Ad « Fisher Investments
7 Ways to Retire Comfortably With $500k

For individuals with $500k or more, download The 15-Minute
Retirement Plan. Let us help you prepare to retire
comfortably.

NASCAR.com

Hendrick Motorsports announces fill-in drivers for
Elliott, expected to miss six weeks

Josh Berry is set to once again fill in for Chase Elliott in the
No. 9 Chevrolet Camaro this weekend at Phoenix Raceway as
the 2020 series champion remains sidelined with an injury,...
21h ago

ABC News

2 Americans kidnapped in Mexico found dead, 2
rescued alive and back in US

Two of the four Americans kidnapped in Mexico have been
found dead, while the other two were rescued alive, officials
announced Tuesday. The survivors -- Eric James Williams and
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¥ e “ revelation that Prince Andrew is “furious” over his brother’s...
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"—).'L" L. Ad - Dr. Kellyann
p e o Dr. Kellyann's Slimming Secret For Women Over 50
ot 4 & Leading Nutritionist, Dr. Kellyann, says this could be the
S missing link for Americans to get healthy.

Raleigh News and Observer

NC'’s Tillis has one word to describe Tucker Carlson’s
latest Jan. 6 coverage on Fox News

Sen. Thom Tillis details what he saw on Jan. 6, 2021 and says
there’s no room for extremes on either side in reporting.

18h ago

Woman & Home

Prince Harry naming daughter Lilibet was a
‘disrespectful’ use of Queen's private nickname,

A réyal expért has said that Prince Harry naming his daughter
Lilibet was a 'disrespectful’ use of a private name and caused
major issues

1d ago

Yahoo Music

'Wildest Blind Audition ever': Superstar surprises
'Voice' viewers with 'biggest performance of their
“We have an artist backstage preparing for the biggest
performance of their entire life. You're not gonna want to
miss this!” Carson Daly declared Tuesday.

10h ago
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