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Nosa Omorodion Wins the AAPG’s Outstanding Leadership Award
Section: Petroleum People · January 4, 2023 · No comments  | Tags: feature, featured, petroleum people

The Nigerian geologist Nosa Omorodion, has been announced as the winner of one of the most distinguished awards given by the American Association of Petroleum Geologists AAPG).

The award is Michel T Halbouty Outstanding Leadership (MTHOL) Award, given “in recognition of outstanding and exceptional leadership in the petroleum geosciences”.

The AAPG is the world’s leading professional society for petroleum geoscience, with over 30,000 members worldwide.

The MTHOL Award is named for Michel T Halbouty, an American geologist, petroleum engineer, and wildcatter who was credited with discovering more than 50 oil and gas fields.  In a long, storied, life (he died in 2004 at the age of 95), Halbouty
twice declared bankruptcy, but came back each time to regain wealth. He authored hundreds of technical articles on petroleum geology, and two book-length histories of famous oil fields. Halbouty is often described, including in his New York Times
obituary, as “legendary.”

The award is one of the top two of the 12 awards announced for 23 geoscientists from across the world for 2023.

The honorees, approved by the AAPG Executive Committee, “were selected based on service to the profession, the science, the Association and the public”, the AAPG says on is website.

Most on this year’s award list are American; but there are also Canadians, Italians and Nigerians.

Apart from Mr. Omorodion, who is an Executive Director at the Nigerian operations of Schlumberger (the giant, global oilfield services company), there are three Nigerians on the list, including Akinwande Oluseye Ekun, who is an earth scientist in
Chevron’s Houston offices and Mimionitu Opuwari, a professor of geosciences at the University of Western Cape, Cape Town, South Africa. Ekun and Opuwari are honoured for “Distinguished Service” to the profession, the science, the Association
and the public.

Philip Ajaebili, a reservoir geophysicist at Shell Nigeria, is honoured with a “Young Professionals Exemplary Service Award”.

Mr. Omorodion, who counts, in his profile, 34 years of post-graduation experience in the oil and gas industry, is one of those individuals you could describe as keen enthusiasts of professional associations.

He is a former President of the Nigerian Association of Petroleum Explorationists (NAPE) and has been bullish on AAPG, the world’s largest grouping of earth scientists. He has been on the Distinguished Lecture Committee (International); , he has
been Secretary/Treasurer AAPG Africa Region; Membership Coordination and Communication, AAPG Africa Region; President, AAPG Africa Region; General Co-Chair, AAPG-NAPE Deepwater West Africa Conference; General Co-Chair, AAPG
Africa/Europe Joint Conference, Marrakesh, Morocco; on the Technical Committee, AAPG International Conference and Exhibition, Istanbul, Turkey.

The full list of the AAPG 2023 honorees is as follows:

SIDNEY POWERS MEMORIAL AWARD
Kitty Milliken, Bureau of Economic Geology, Austin, Texas

MICHEL T. HALBOUTY OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AWARD
Nosa Omorodion, Schlumberger, Houston, Texas (Africa Region)

HONORARY MEMBER
Robert D. Hatcher Jr., University of Tennessee, Oak Ridge, Tenn.
Cynthia Huggins, Aera , Bakersfield, Calif.

NORMAN H. FOSTER EXPLORER AWARD
Linda Price, ExxonMobil, Houston

ROBERT R. BERG OUTSTANDING RESEARCH AWARD
Thomas E. Ewing, Frontera Exploration Consultants, San Antonio, Texas
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Amy Fox, Enlighten Geoscience Ltd., Calgary, Canada
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Rebecca Caldwell, Chevron, Houston
Joseph R. Davis, BKV Corp., Dallas, Texas
Raffaele Di Cuia, Delta Energy Ltd., Ferrara, Italy
Akinwande Oluseye Ekun, Chevron, Houston
Mimionitu Opuwari, University of Western Cape, Cape Town, South Africa
Douglas N. Valleau, Strategia Innovation and Technology Advisors, Spring, Texas

GROVER E. MURRAY MEMORIAL DISTINGUISHED EDUCATOR
Virginia Sisson, Yellowstone Bighorn Research Association, Houston
Robert Trentham, University of Texas-Permian Basin, Odessa, Texas

HARRISON SCHMITT AWARD
Kirsten Siebach, Rice University, Houston

PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD
Neal and Inda Immega, HMNS, Houston

PIONEER AWARD
William A. Ambrose, Bureau of Economic Geology, Austin, Texas
Dan J. Hartmann, DJH Energy Consulting, Fredericksburg, Texas

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS EXEMPLARY SERVICE AWARD
Philip Ajaebili, Shell, Port Harcourt, Nigeria
Andrea Lopez Vega, Total Energies, Luanda, Angola

VLASTIMILA (VLASTA) DVOŘÁKOVÁ INT’L AMBASSADOR SERVICE AWARD
William P. Bosworth, Apache, Cairo, Egypt
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