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Railroad Commission responds to 5.4

earthquake
= Odessa American, Texas
December 17,2022 - 2 min read
f .}
Yy Dec. 17—AUSTIN — The Railroad Commission activated
personnel Friday evening in response to a 5.4 magnitude
]

earthquake about a dozen miles north of Midland in Martin
County and issued a statement saying it will take any
necessary actions to protect public safety and the

environment.

On Saturday, RRC inspectors were examining disposal
activity at injection well sites near the earthquake, which
took place within the Gardendale Seismic Response Area
(SRA).

In December 2021, the RRC ordered the indefinite
suspension of all produced water disposal in deep injection
wells in the SRA. Staff will review permit requirements for
other injection wells in the area as it prepares for a
response to reduce the frequency and intensity of

earthquakes.

Agency personnel are continuing to closely monitor seismic
data from the United States Geological Survey, the TexNET

Seismic Monitoring Program and private operator
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RRC staff will continue its work to keep residents and the

environment safe, the release detailed.

On Saturday, Todd Staples, president of the Texas Oil & Gas

Association (TXOGA), vowed cooperation in a statement.

"Industry operators continue to cooperate with the
Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC) in response to the
recent activity in the Gardendale Seismic Response Area
(SRA). The RRC inspection of injection well sites in the area
is appropriate and should inform, along with industry data,
the best next steps forward and direct actions beyond
currently adopted protocols. Reducing injection volumes,
targeted shut-in of injection wells, expanding the size of the
SRA, and comprehensive data collection and analysis are all
available tools. Scientific data confirms that some
continued seismicity activity often occurs after an event

like the one that occurred Friday evening.

"In addition, the industry and academia continue to explore
alternatives to wastewater injection through market based
water reuse and recycling as well as innovative pilot
programs and collaboration with the Produced Water
Consortium led by Texas Tech University, which was

established by the 87th Texas Legislature.”

The USGS website on Saturday detailed another earthquake
on Friday that was a 2.7 as well as a 3.3 quake that occurred
shortly after the 5.4 on Friday. Residents in Odessa
reported feeling the 5.4 quake for a few minutes and
reports from as far away as Crane and Seminole indicated

that some residents there also felt the 5.4.

Various reports first listed the quake at a 5.3 but it was
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Railroad Commission responds to 5.4 earthquake
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Watch: Video captures moment magnitude 5.4
earthquake shakes Northern California

The earthquake was reported about 9 miles southeast of Rio
Dell, California, and the United States Geological Survey said
it was an aftershock from the magnitude 6.4 earthquake tha...
1d ago

Ad « Save Homeowners Insurance
Texas Residents Get Huge Home Insurance

Reduction

Homeowners should read this! New "Tool" uncovers how
much you should really pay for home insurance. Insurers hope
less people know about this.

Argus Leader

2023 starts with potential blizzard conditions, up to
foot of snow, NWS says

Monday's winter storm watch is expected to last from 6 a.m.
through 6 p.m. Tuesday.

2d ago

The Week

Northern California towns under evacuation
warnings after historic rainfall

Northern California towns under evacuation warnings after
historic rainfall

1d ago

Business Insider

A Colorado backcountry skier freed himself after an
avalanche and tried to save his son. After a two hour
A father tried to save his son by calling for help. He was too
late. The son is the second avalanche-related death in
Colorado this season.

2d ago

Ad « Capital One Shopping
Amazon Left In Chaos After Shoppers Find This Out
Think you're getting the best deal when you shop online?
Don't buy a single thing until you try this — you won't regret
it.

NBC News

Heavy storms move into Arkansas as system pushes

east

Severe wind damaged an Arkansas school Monday as classes
were in session amid a weather system that forecasters said

could produce tornadoes in the South,

13h ago

KMSP

Minnesota weather: Storm arriving Monday night,
brings snow for some, ice for others
A large winter storm tracks NE from the inter-mountain west
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Railroad Commission responds to 5.4 earthquake https://news.yahoo.com/railroad-commission-responds-5-4-010600636.html
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Our first BIG winter storm of the New Year is underway! We're
tracking widespread rain, snow, thunderstorms, gusty winds X
and another big dose of cold air across Arizona.

2d ago

Ad « Fluxactive
Enlarged Prostate? Try This Immediately (Genius)
Plenty of Men With An Enlarged Prostate Do Not Know About
This Simple Solution

USA TODAY

Storm-battered California could get 8 more inches of
rain; tornadoes possible in South

About 50,000 homes and businesses in California were
without power as residents braced for more rain. Tornadoes
are possible in the South.

2h ago

The Weather Network

Canada’s thaw continues: When will winter stage a
comeback?

From cold to snow, here are the major weather highlights for
the month of January.

9h ago

WFTV

National park in Florida shut down after hundreds of
migrants make landfall

A U.S. national park comprising a cluster of uninhabited
islands in the Florida Keys was closed Monday after 300
migrants made 10 landings there over the weekend, officials...
1d ago

Ad « Miracle Watt

Do This Before Paying Your Power Bill It's Genius
Millions of Americans are using this to save on their rising
energy bills this Winter.

o S~

{"

Sanibel welcomes visitors with open arms for first
time since lan destruction

Local businesses, first responders and community members
greeted visitors driving to Sanibel Island with open arms.

= h { | |
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8h ago

KMSP

Heavy snow expected in the Twin Cities metro

Heavy snow — both in intensity and weight— is expected in
the Twin Cities metro Tuesday and Wednesday. There will be
two waves of the snow, on Tuesday with a lull in the evening...
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Railroad Commission responds to 5.4 earthquake
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Just three days after a record-breaking storm brought
significant rain, widespread flooding and significant mountain
snow to much of California, another, perhaps even more...
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Ad « Gundry MD Total Restore
If You Eat Oatmeal Every Day, This Is What Happens
Top Doctor explains what eating certain fruits, veggies, and
whole grains may cause to your body. You might be surprised
at the effects!

USA TODAY

The Ford F-150 Lightning and | took on the bomb
cyclone. Here's how it went.

Some of the electric pickup’s characteristics were outstanding
in the frigid weather. Others require extra thought, or leave
room for improvement.
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Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Severe weather update: Damaging winds, tornadoes,
hail could hit North Texas by 1 p.m.

Warm air blown by a steady wind from the south will bring
moisture from the Gulf of Mexico to North Texas — a key
ingredient for thunderstorm development.
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Sacramento Bee

Highway 99 reopens in Sacramento County as region
digs out from New Year’s Eve storm

At one point, dozens of drivers were stranded in the flooded
highway.
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