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A fracking site is situated on the outskirts of town in the Permian Basin oil field on

January 21, 2016 in the oil town of Midland, Texas.

The Railroad Commission Texas, which regulates the state’s oil

and gas industry, is investigating a 5.4-magnitude earthquake

that rocked communities in West Texas last Wednesday, The

Texas Tribune reports. Hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, is a

drilling technique common in the area that is known to cause

earthquakes.

According to the U.S. Geological Survey, the earthquake

occurred on November 16, just west of Pecos, Texas. This was

the state’s largest earthquake since 1995 and was felt as far as

El Paso. The oil and gas regulatory agency is trying to

understand if this was a naturally occurring earthquake or if it

was caused by waste water from fracking. Waste water

disposal from fracking has dramatically increased the number

of earthquakes in Texas. The seismic activity has especially
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become more common around the Permian Basin in West

Texas, where oil and gas production is concentrated,

according to the Texas Tribune.

Read more
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During the fracking process, oil companies inject a mix of

water, sand, and chemicals into Earth’s crust. This fractures

the rock formation, which then allows the companies to

extract natural gas and oil from deep in the ground. Many oil

and gas companies dispose of this polluted waste water in

wells deep underground. The pressure from these wells can

trigger nearby dormant fault lines, causing earthquakes. A lot

of the recorded seismic activity around areas like Pecos and

El Paso has been connected to these contaminated

underwater wells, according to research from the U.S.

Geological Survey.

The Texas Tribune previously reported that the number of

earthquakes in the state doubled in 2021. According to data

from the Bureau of Economic Geology at the University of

Texas at Austin, there were more than 200 earthquakes

categorized as 3 magnitude and higher. There were only 95

earthquakes reported in Texas in 2020, according to the

Bureau’s data.

Communities near hydraulic fracturing sites are at risk from

more than just rumbling ground. A study this past January

connected fracking to premature deaths of people who live

near the sites. Fracking is known to pose significant health

risks: The sites contaminate nearby water sources, and

fracking leaks carcinogenic pollutants into the air and water.

Fracking can also release PFAS into the environment,

chemicals linked to a variety of health issues.
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USA TODAY

Jan. 6 transcripts: Ginni Thomas regrets election
conspiracy texts, Proud Boys leader toured White
HouseThe committee investigating the Jan. 6 riot at U.S. Capitol has
released interview transcripts that shed light on avenues of
inquiry big and small.

AccuWeather

Atlanta, New Orleans among major cities facing
severe weather danger this week
The threat of severe weather will continue on Tuesday as
dangerous and damaging thunderstorms track eastward
across the southern United States, AccuWeather…

People

Emma Roberts Adopts New Rescue Chihuahua
Puppy: 'We Love Him So Much'
The move comes a few days after Roberts celebrated her son
Rhodes' second birthday, saying, "I love you beyond!"

Amazon Left In Chaos After Shoppers Find This Out
Think you're getting the best deal when you shop online?
Don't buy a single thing until you try this — you won't regret
it.

The Columbus Dispatch

Kirk Herbstreit: Ohio State coach Ryan Day to give
up offensive play-calling in 2023
According to former Ohio State quarterback and ESPN analyst
Kirk Herbstreit, Ryan Day is going to stop calling Ohio State
football's offense in 2023.

Panthers Wire

Panthers interim HC Steve Wilks: Josh Norman
wasn’t ready enough for Week 17
Steve Wilks didn't think Josh Norman made a sufficient
enough transition from barista to NFL cornerback to play a
ton in the Panthers' Week 17 loss to the Buccaneers.

GlobeNewswire

Nokia Corporation: Repurchase of own shares on
02.01.2023
Nokia CorporationStock Exchange Release2 January 2023 at
21:00 EET Nokia Corporation: Repurchase of own shares on
02.01.2023 Espoo, Finland – On 2 January 2023 Nokia…

Dont Sleep With Your Dog Until You Watch This
Top Vet shares the most important thing you can do for your
dog if you let him sleep with you!

SheKnows

Ad • Capital One Shopping

Ad • Dr. Marty | Nature's Blend
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Texas Just Had Its Biggest Earthquake in Decades, and Fracking Is a Pr... https://www.yahoo.com/now/texas-just-had-biggest-earthquake-222000...
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Hurry, These Up to 90% Off Deals on Cold Weather
Gear From Madewell, Sorel, Michael Kors & More
End TonightNow that Christmas is over, it’s time to focus on yourself and
pick up a few winter things that weren’t under the tree. If you
have yet to receive a gifted coat to brave the arctic…

GlobeNewswire

Bulk Chemical Drums Market is expected to grow
from USD 13.1 billion in 2022 to USD 23.89 billion by
2030 : GreyViewsBulk Chemical Drums Market Size by Material (Polyethylene,
Natural Rubber, Neoprene, Vinyl and Nitrile), By Product
(Powder-Free and Powdered), By End User (Food & Beverage…

PR Newswire

Patriot Recognized as Top Small Business Payroll Software by Software Advice
Patriot Software, a leading accounting software and payroll software provider, has been named a
FrontRunner for Top Small Business Payroll Software by Software Advice.

Do This Before Paying Your Power Bill It's Genius
Millions of Americans are using this to save on their rising
energy bills this Winter.

The Telegraph

‘We'll return to Ukraine when it’s safe but, until then,
living on this cruise ship gives us a community’
A cruise ship docked in an Edinburgh port might seem a
strange place to see out a war. To anyone who spent much of
2022 in a bomb shelter, who hunkered down with their…

PR Newswire

InventHelp Inventor Develops a Device to Collect
Finger/Toenail Clippings (KXX-356)
"When I cut my nails, clippings shoot out everywhere and
then I have to look for them to try to clean them up which
became a large task," said an inventor from Cookeville, Tenn.…

Reuters

Priests from Cuba’s Santeria religion see hard year
ahead
Priests from Cuba’s Afro-Cuban Santeria religion on Monday
warned of a difficult year ahead and called on followers to
guard against calamities and mounting social ills after a toug…

If You Eat Oatmeal Every Day, This Is What Happens
Top Doctor explains what eating certain fruits, veggies, and
whole grains may cause to your body. You might be surprised
at the effects!

NewMediaWire

Ad • Miracle Watt

Ad • Gundry MD Total Restore

471

Sign in Mail

Texas Just Had Its Biggest Earthquake in Decades, and Fracking Is a Pr... https://www.yahoo.com/now/texas-just-had-biggest-earthquake-222000...
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Edgecoin Bank Emerges as the Fastest-Growing
Digital Bank in Crypto Industry
Edgecoin Bank emerges as the Fastest-Growing Digital Bank in
crypto industry

The Independent

Kevin McCarthy news: McCarthy moves into official
House speaker suite despite still scrambling for GOP
votesKevin McCarthy faces uphill battle for House speaker bid

ABC News

Suspect charged in New Year's Eve machete attack
on police officers near Times Square
The 19-year-old accused of attacking three police officers with
a machete on New Year's Eve near Times Square has been
charged with two counts of attempted murder of a police…

This Is The Jet That Always Tailgates Air Force 1
Most Americans never knew this...

Vols Wire

Titans will start Joshua Dobbs at Jacksonville
The Titans will start former Vol Joshua Dobbs at Jacksonville.

Journal & Courier

Citrus Bowl scoring updates: Purdue football vs. LSU
Scoring drives from the Citrus Bowl between Purdue and LSU.
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Coach Outlet's massive clearance sale has up to 60%
off: 14 editor-approved deals
For a limited time, shoppers can save up to 60 per cent during
Coach Outlet's clearance sale.
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