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Africa continues to grapple with the crisis of energy poverty — a challenge that is only being further
accentuated with investment declines and lack of sufficient infrastructure. Renewable energy —
however abundant across the continent — may not be able to adequately supply Africa’s electricity
needs in the short to medium term, resulting in either the continued utilization of oil and gas or
even more people falling into energy poverty. Accordingly, many stakeholders have advocated for
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the role of oil and gas, at least in the medium term, so that the continent has the opportunity to
gradually transition while lifting millions out of poverty.

“While the developing world is ramping up with decarbonization projects, over one billion people
still don't have access to basic energy supply. Over 600 million people in sub-Saharan Africa fall in
this bracket,” Bimbola Kolawole, Senior Business Development Africa, Rystad Energy stated during
a Rystad Talks Energy webinar on Thursday 27 January.

Accordingly, despite the importance of the energy transition, energy poverty in Africa remains a
significant challenge, and one that requires immediate attention.

“There are three action points to solve this issue in Africa,” Kolawole added. “Firstly, we need to
understand what energy poverty is all about. Secondly, we need to understand that there is no fast
and easy approach to ending energy poverty. Africa’s population is booming and so government
and institutional involvement is important. Thirdly, Africa only emits 1.5% of global emissions.
Therefore, the concerns of climate change are a global issue, and for Africa to industrialize, we need
to fix this issue. Africa cannot use the same approach as the west.”

She highlighted that solving energy poverty requires a multi-resource approach, whereby oil, gas
and renewables are used simultaneously rather than competitively. This way, Africa can ensure a
gradual transition to a clean energy future while energy access is increased.

“Unfortunately, the pledges made in Paris, even if they are honored, are not even close to what is
needed. We need to get past the thought that specific resources are the solution. They are all
wedges in the solution. We have to make sure we are lifting people from poverty to prosperity,”
stated Dr. Scott Tinker, Chairman of Switch Energy Alliance and Director of the Bureau of Economic
Geology.

Meanwhile, as African countries prioritize clean energy solutions, the role of natural gas as a
transitory resource has been emphasized. Specifically, representing a relatively cleaner fuel, as well
as a widely available resource, gas offers critical solutions to Africa’s energy crisis. With the European
Union’s decision to label certain gas projects as green, heightened investment and development
can be expected across the continent, enabling stakeholders to address energy poverty effectively.

“If we want to look at a solution, we need to make sure we create the energy we need immediately
and use the resources we have. We have to use all forms of energy we have. Climate change is a big
problem, but we also have 600 million with no access to electricity and 900 million with no access
to clean cooking. We should be able to use oil, natural gas, and in some stages coal. We need to
move towards renewable energies and carbon capture but still continue to fight for poor people,”
stated NJ Ayuk, Executive Chairman of the African Energy Chamber.

Share This Article
- 0 m () © ~z

Other Reads

[ QP P lllmadlavkaliam Aamammakibkivia Clhuadkaas fauw AANN

2 of 4 3/4/2022, 12:26 PM



Addressing Energy Poverty in Africa Should be a Top Priority https://energycapitalpower.com/addressing-energy-poverty-in-africa-shou...

Q0I1IAIY0I VIIUCT LAKREDS LUITIPELILIVE ODLIdLEyYy 10Ul 4VULL

(https://energycapitalpower.com/sonangol-undertakes-competitive-
strategy-for-2022/)

Read More » (https://energycapitalpower.com/sonangol-undertakes-competitive-strategy-for-2022/)
Uganda Kickstarts Pre-Drilling Works at Kingfisher Oil Development
(https://energycapitalpower.com/uganda-kickstarts-pre-drilling-works-at-
kingfisher-oil-development/)

Read More » (https://energycapitalpower.com/uganda-kickstarts-pre-drilling-works-at-kingfisher-oil-

development/)

Halliburton Announces Strong Return to Libya

(https://energycapitalpower.com/halliburton-announces-strong-return-to-
libya/)

Read More » (https://energycapitalpower.com/halliburton-announces-strong-return-to-libya/)

Charné Hundermark

|- Charné Hundermark is the Deputy Editor at Energy Capital &

A Power. She holds a Higher Certification in Professional
"?& “}3' Photography and an Honours degree in Media Theory and Practice.
She is also currently completing her Masters in Media Studies.

(htt

Sign up for latest né%gand event info
VWA (htt
Name (htt pS/
s./you /za.l
(ht‘; /W teu(k:) ink
PS:/ WW edl
/twi fac AC
tter e"@@“ar%
.CO OKk. ol /co

/Enﬂm.lJ

y
erg /En IF;I[a) /en

yCa erg an] €9

NnD \/(a \/-

Email

3of4 3/4/2022, 12:26 PM



Addressing Energy Poverty in Africa Should be a Top Priority https://energycapitalpower.com/addressing-energy-poverty-in-africa-shou...

ow pit 2 cap

er) alP 08 ital-

ow PO
er/) 28 wer

EVE l\ﬁa

Congo International Energy (https://energycapit)aIpower.com/event/congo-international-energy-
Conference 2022 conference-2022/)

MSGBC Oil, Gas & Power 2022 (https://fenergycapitalpower.com/event/msgbc-oil-gas-power-2022/)
South Sudan Oil & Power 2022 (https://energycapitalpower.com/event/ssop-2022/)

Libya Energy & Economic Summit (https://energycapitalpower.com/event/libya-energy-economic-
2022 summit-2022/)

SERVICES

ECP Event Services(https://energycapitalpower.com/services/)
ECP Creative & Marketing(https://fenergycapitalpower.com/services/)

Custom Publishing(https://energycapitalpower.com/services/)

ABOUT

What is ECP?(https://energycapitalpower.com/about-us/)
Partners(https://fenergycapitalpower.com/about-us/)

What People Say(https://energycapitalpower.com/about-us/)

NEWS (HTTPS://ENERGYCAPITALPOWER.COM/ARTICLES/)

REPORTS (HTTPS: //ENERGYCAPITALI;OWER .COM/AFRICA-ENERGY-
SERIES/)

JOBS (HTTPS://ENERGYCAPITALPOWER.COM/ARTICLES/)
CONTACT (HTTPS://ENERGYCAPITALPOWER.COM/CONTACT-US/)

Copyright © 2022 Energy Capital & Power. Privacy Policy (https://fener ycapltalpower com
/privacy-policy/) - Terms of Use (https://energycapitalpower.com/terms-of-use/)

4 of 4 3/4/2022, 12:26 PM



