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Of the approximately 12 million vehicles registered in Pennsylvania, just over 15,000 are
electric vehicles.
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Pennsylvania taxpayers subsidize electric vehicles (EVs). Pennsylvania politicians
hold press conferences promoting electric cars, too. But the one thing almost

nobody in Pennsylvania is prepared to do is actually drive them.

Find out what's happening in Across Pennsylvania with free,
real-time updates from Patch.

Your email address -

Of the approximately 12 million vehicles registered in Pennsylvania, just over
15,000 are EVs. Another 43,000 are hybrids. There are twice as many school buses

in Pennsylvania as electric vehicles.

Advocates for electric vehicles have embraced President Joe Biden's proposal in

his American Jobs Plan to spend $15 billion building a national network of 500,000
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But critics are asking if the $15 billion on charging stations is setting up billions
more in taxpayer spending on electric vehicles in the future. Once there's such a
large sunk cost on the EV infrastructure, it will be harder to say no to subsidies on

the use of the electric cars.

m

If you build it, they will come' does not work for EV charging stations," says Ben
Lieberman of the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI) in Washington. "Billions of
tax dollars have already been spent, yet all but a few percent of new car buyers
prefer gasoline-powered vehicles, (so) throwing even more money at both the

charging infrastructure is not likely to make a difference."
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boondoggle that likely would create mostly unused facilities ignored by people
who would continue to drive what they prefer: gasoline- and diesel-powered cars
and trucks that are cheaper and more efficient than electric vehicles," says Tomb.

"Electric vehicles are one more green fetish with little basis in reality."

EV advocates may disagree with that assessment, but the data show taxpayer
subsidies have yet to generate significant demand for the vehicles. And in an era
focused on economic equity, it's also notable that these tax dollars

overwhelmingly go to upper-income Americans.

"EVs are purchased by the middle class and the middle-upper-class,' said David
Williams, president of the Washington-based Taxpayers Protection Alliance.
"These are not vehicles that are purchased by lower-middle-class or lower-

income folks, so this is money that is going to people that really don't need it."

"This is corporate welfare," Williams added, noting that the federal government
has been offering $7,500 per vehicle subsidies since 2010. Biden's plan is to hit the
accelerator and pour $174 billion into EVs — twice as much as his proposed

infrastructure spending on railroads and public transportation.

Pennsylvania also offers a S750 rebate on electric vehicle purchases and $500 on
hybrids.

The Biden Administration says this investment is necessary to fight climate

change. But Tomb points to a 2019 Manhattan Institute report which found that
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the Bureau of Economic Geology at the University of Texas at Austin," said Tomb.

A Consumer Reports survey published in December 2020 found seven out of 10
Americans are open to purchasing an electric vehicle. Five out of 10 drivers said

there are not enough public charging stations.

Pennsylvania Electric Registered Vehicles by Zip Code

/’1 (Nov 2020 Registration Data — VPIC VIN Decoding)

Electric Vehicle
Registrations

= 126 vehicles

> 83 vehicles

= 46 vehicles

m “ > 15 vehicles
4 > (} vehicles

” @

SOURCE: Pennsylvania DEP

In February, Gov. Tom Wolf (D) instructed his Department of Environmental
Protection to begin drafting a rule mandating automakers to sell a certain

percentage of electric vehicles.

More than 40 percent of all the EVs registered in Pennsylvania are in the four

Delaware Valley counties of Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery county —

ADVERTISEMENT

50f9 7/8/2021, 9:23 AM



Biden's Billion-Dollar Push For EV Charging Stations Just An Opening ...  https://patch.com/pennsylvania/across-pa/bidens-billion-dollar-push-ev-c...

administration is Get the latest news near you! hange that map.
Click Sign Up and Allow for
Notifications
The Delaware Val the Philadelphia
Dismiss .
suburbs of Bucks, r more stories

from the Delaware Valley Journal, visit DelawareValleyJournal.com

D Thank (D Reply @ Share [

More from Across Pennsylvania

Community Corner | Jun 30

Report: RGGI Could Provide Financial Boost To PA Coal
Communities

Politics & Government | Jun 11

Gov. Wolf Signs GOP-Backed Law Extending Some COVID
Regulations

Home & Garden | Jun 17
Poisonous Plant In Full Bloom In PA: What To Know, How To Spot It

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

6 of 9 7/8/2021, 9:23 AM



Biden's Billion-Dollar Push For EV Charging Stations Just An Opening ...  https://patch.com/pennsylvania/across-pa/bidens-billion-dollar-push-ev-c...

Get the latest news near you!
Click Sign Up and Allow for

Notifications

Trending Now Across Patch

1. Q Sarasota, FL News
New COVID-19 Cases In FL Increase 42 Percent In 1 Week: Report

D O Tann O Naain

ADVERTISEMENT

7 of 9 7/8/2021, 9:23 AM



Biden's Billion-Dollar Push For EV Charging Stations Just An Opening ...  https://patch.com/pennsylvania/across-pa/bidens-billion-dollar-push-ev-c...

3. Q Across America, US N Get the latest news near you!
National Spelling | Click Sign Up and Allow for

4. Q Boston, MA News Notifications

FAA Investigating

5. Q Arlington Heights, IL N
Opposite-Sex Clotning san Kepealea 1n EIK Grove viiage

Find out what’s happening in your
community on the Patch app

Stay up to date on crime and safety
with the Neighbors app by Ring

Communities

Philadelphia

Collingswood

Narberth-Bala Cynwyd
Ardmore-Merion-Wynnewood
Roxborough-Manayunk
Haddonfield-Haddon Township

View All Communities

Topics

Arts & Entertainment
Business
Community Corner

Crime & Safety

ADVERTISEMENT

8of 9

7/8/2021, 9:23 AM



Biden's Billion-Dollar Push For EV Charging Stations Just An Opening ...

9 0f9

Kids & Family
Obituaries

Personal Finance
Pets

Politics & Government
Restaurants & Bars
Schools

Sports

Traffic & Transit

Travel

Corporate Info
About Patch

Careers

Partnerships
Advertise on Patch

Support

FAQs

Contact Patch
Community Guidelines

Posting Instructions

Get the latest news near you!
Click Sign Up and Allow for

Notifications

@®O®OE

Terms of Use  Privacy Policy

© 2021 Patch Media. All Rights Reserved.

Do Not Sell My Personal Information

ADVERTISEMENT

https://patch.com/pennsylvania/across-pa/bidens-billion-dollar-push-ev-c...

7/8/2021, 9:23 AM



