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How Texas, other red states tried to jump start carbon storage a decade ago

Texas GOP, Dems tried to solve a climate change problem together 10 y...
It may seem hard to believe now, but Texas was far from alone in
pursuing carbon capture and storage in the late 2000s.
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It might sound fantastical amid the current political debate on climate
change, but in 2009, the creation of permanent underground storage for
carbon dioxide was considered sound policy to Republicans and Democrats
alike.
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"People were certain that producing energy from coal would require carbon
storage in the long term,” said State Sen. Kel Seliger.
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But then the calculus shifted, as the U.S. Senate couldn't agree on cap and
trade legislation and cheap gas from hydraulic fracturing knocked coal out of
the picture.
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